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I am first to say that this would not

get each and every one off, whether it
be 5,000 or 11,000 on food stamps, but
what it would say to those men and
women in uniform, we care about you.
And, yes, we need to do more. At this
point, this is the best that we can do.

Mr. Speaker, I am first to say that,
yes, it would be nice if we could raise
the salaries of those in the military so
no one would ever be on food stamps,
but that is not possible. Who is to say
that 2 or 3 years from now we might
not have any extra money to give any
increases to those in our military?

I bring this picture, this happens to
be a Marine, it could be a member of
the Air Force or the Army or the Navy,
I bring this Marine to the floor of the
House, because this Marine represents
all married men and women in uni-
form.

You can see standing on his feet it
happens to be his daughter Megan. In
his arms, he is holding his daughter
Bridgett. And I look at this photo-
graph, and I see this little girl’s look.
Of course, she is looking at the camera.
But I am thinking, this little girl does
not know this, but possibly her daddy
might not come back from deployment.
Hopefully, he will.

But each and every time our men and
women in uniform go overseas, no mat-
ter where it might be, there is always
that possibility that they might not
come back. So I want to say to my col-
leagues, both Democrat and Repub-
lican, I want to thank those first who
have signed the bill. Again, we are
somewhere around 90 Members who
have signed the bill.

I want to say to my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle that I think it is
unacceptable. I think it is deplorable
that any man or woman in uniform
who is willing to die for this country
should be in the need of WIC, the WIC
program or food stamps.

I will be sending out a dear colleague
letter this coming week, and I hope
that my colleagues on both sides of the
aisle will sign with me on this bill,
H.R. 1055. It is only a modest step for-
ward, but it is a step forward for those
in uniform on food stamps.
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STEM CELL RESEARCH HELPS US
FURTHER UNDERSTAND CER-
TAIN MEDICAL CONDITIONS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MALONEY
of New York) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr.
Speaker, last week, there was a hear-
ing before the Subcommittee on Health
and the Environment of the Committee
on Commerce concerning fetal tissue.
Though the hearing was purported to
be about alleged abuses involving fetal
tissue for medical research, I believe it
was an attempt by antichoice Members
to try to stop lifesaving research in-
volving fetal tissue and stem cells.

Mr. Speaker, I have introduced House
Resolution 414 in a bipartisan manner

with the gentlewoman from Maryland
(Mrs. MORELLA) and many others to
allow Federal funding of human
pluripotent stem cell research to help
us further understand Parkinson’s Dis-
ease and other medical conditions.

I am asking for no specific amount of
money nor to direct disease-specific re-
search. I am only asking that Federal
money be allowed to be used to utilize
the next best chance science has to not
only treat, but to cure debilitating and
life-threatening illnesses that afflict
millions of Americans.

Many people have been confusing
human pluripotent stem cell research
with human embryo research. Stem
cells are not embryos. There is now a
ban on the use of Federal funds for
human embryo research in the United
States. Stem cells cannot develop into
a complete human being and therefore,
under the law, they are not embryos.
Stem cells are a type of cell that can
be turned into almost any type of cell
or tissue in the body. With further re-
search, these cells can be used as re-
placement cells and tissues to treat
many diseases, including Parkinson’s
Disease, Alzheimer’s, Diabetes, AIDS,
Lou Gehrig’s Disease, and many others.

Stem cell research holds hope of one
day being able to treat brain injury,
spinal cord injury and stroke for which
there is currently no treatment avail-
able. They may solve the problem of
the body’s reaction to foreign tissue,
resulting in dramatic improvements in
the treatment of a number of life-
threatening conditions, such as burns
and kidney failure, for which trans-
plantation is currently used.

Mr. Speaker, my resolution, House
Resolution 414, discusses Parkinson’s
Disease in particular for many reasons.
My family has been personally affected
by this devastating illness, and I am
proud to serve as cochair of the con-
gressional working group on Parkin-
son’s Disease. However, it is science
that makes the best argument to lead
with this disease.

With all that is already known about
Parkinson’s Disease, it is believed that
with Federal funds and stem cell re-
search, it is very possible that Parkin-
son’s Disease could not only be treat-
able, but curable within as little as 5
years.

Dr. Gerald Fischbach, the Director of
the National Institute of Neurological
Disorders and Stroke, said last year in
the Senate, and I quote, ‘‘I concur that
we are close to solving, and I mean the
word ‘solving,’ Parkinson’s Disease. I
hesitate to put an actual year or num-
ber on it. I think with all the intensive
effort, with a little bit of skill and
luck, 5 to 10 years is not unrealistic.
We will do everything possible to re-
duce that below 5 years. I would not
rule that out.’’

Mr. Speaker, here is why that is pos-
sible. Parkinson’s Disease is a progres-
sive degenerative brain disease which
kills a specialized and vital type of
brain cell, a cell which produces the
substance dopamine, that is essential

for normal development and balance.
The loss of these dopamine-producing
cells causes symptoms, including slow-
ness and paucity of movement, trem-
ors, stiffness and difficulty walking
and balancing, which makes the suf-
ferer unable to carry out the normal
activities of daily living.

In 30 percent of the cases, those
symptoms include dementia. As the
disease progresses, it inflicts horrific
physical, emotional, and financial bur-
dens on the patient and family, requir-
ing the care-giver to assist in the ac-
tivities of daily living and may eventu-
ally lead to placement in a nursing
home until death. With further re-
search into stem cells, scientists will
be able to reprogram the stem cells
into the dopamine-producing cells
which are lost in Parkinson’s Disease.

Parkinson’s Disease affects at least 1
million Americans. Fifty thousand are
diagnosed each year, and for every one
diagnosed, two who have Parkinson’s
Disease are not diagnosed. It is alarm-
ing to think that 2 million Americans
with Parkinson’s Disease are
undiagnosed. Parkinson’s Disease costs
the Federal Government approxi-
mately $10 billion in health care costs
and, on an average, the cost per patient
is 5,000 per year.

As a society, we spend $15 billion a year on
Parkinson’s disease and that is only in direct
costs for treatments that only bring temporary
relief.

Building on the technology developed from
research on Parkinson’s disease makes treat-
ments and even cures possible for many con-
ditions. These include Alzheimer’s, diabetes,
AIDS, Lou Gehrig’s, brain injury, spinal cord
injury, stroke, and problems with the body’s
reaction to foreign tissue.

It may even provide for safer and more ef-
fective ways to test drugs without experi-
menting on humans and animals.

We cannot allow the opportunities afforded
us by stem cell research to go untapped!

The National Institutes of Health has pro-
posed guidelines to human stem cell research
to address the legal and ethical issues sur-
rounding this particular type of research.

It is being approached in a responsible way
to utilize the technology while being sensitive
to the ethical questions raised.

The National Bioethics Advisory Commis-
sion (NBAC) even felt they could have gone
further and is very supportive of allowing this
type of research to continue with Federal fund-
ing.

The NBAC points out that Federally funding
this research will allow Federal oversight to
ensure this type of research continues ethi-
cally.

And finally, the American people support
stem cell research as shown by a nationwide
survey conducted by Opinion Research Cor-
poration International last year that found that
74% of those polled favored funding of stem
cell research by NIH.

Federal funds are crucial to allow scientists
to proceed with stem cell research and to ex-
ploit fully this novel, innovative, and ground-
breaking technology.
f

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SIMPSON). Under a previous order of the
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